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yg^aguay # Goods being shtlpped from Buenos Aires^ Argentina to Asimcion 
are handled either via the weelcly rail service or /by boat* Most of the 
cargo is carried by riv^ steamers or lighters of the Flota Mercante del 
Paraguay and the CQng)afiia Mstrltima Bodero* These shlps^ which have a 
hold capacity of about I500 tons, sail weekly* Sailing schedules are 
generally unaffected by weather conditions except between October and 
March, when the water is low and steamers must reduce cargo capacity as 
much as 

Buses, trucks and heavy lifts too large for the river steamers are 
carried on lighters* 

The river voyage by steamer ordinarily takes about 7 days but lighters 
under tow take from 15 to 20 days* 

The crane limit at Asunci<& is I7 tons*| 

2* Argentina * Faults in the port facilities and communication operations 
are responsible for delaying ships at Argentine ports, not the volume 
of grain moving, which is smaller than 20 years ago* 

In August 195^ at the port of Rosario, where 26 ships were waiting to be 
loaded at one time, one vessel had been delayed for over a month* While 
rain was partly responsible for delay at Rosario, this condition did not 
apply at Bahia Blanca or ITecochea, where there were even longer delays. 
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